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Garden Tomb and Skull Hill 
 

If you visit Jerusalem, don’t miss 
the Garden Tomb, a quiet place of 
worship and reflection. Guides ex-
plain the site.  There are no entrance 
fees.  The garden and its ministry are 
supported by the voluntary gifts of its 
visitors and supporters.  The site is 
preserved by the Garden Tomb 
Association, PO Box 19462, Jeru-
salem, 91193 ISRAEL, a British 
charitable trust. 

Jesus Christ was crucified outside 
the walls of Jerusalem, Hebrews 
13:12, at Skull Hill, known as 
Golgotha (Hebrew) or Calvary 

(Latin), near a rock quarry.  See John 19:17-18.  In 1842, Otto Thenius proposed that 
this was Calvary (Golgotha) — the place of the skull — the site of the crucifixion of 
Jesus. This proposal was given prominence by the British General Charles Gordon in 
1883 in combination with the nearby Garden Tomb that had been discovered in 1867.  
(Catholics disagree, claiming that their Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre was the actual tomb of Jesus.) 

Most evangelical Christians believe that Skull Hill 
is the place where Jesus was crucified, and the Garden 
Tomb is the place He was buried. The hill is part of 
Mount Moriah and overlooks the ancient main road 
that led to Jericho and Damascus in New Testament 
times.  Romans traditionally performed executions in 
places where as many people as possible would pass by 
close enough to see their suffering victims and read the 
charges against them, yet far enough away so the 
stench would not overpower the city. The location and 
physical features of Skull Hill correspond exactly to 
the Biblical description.  Additionally, it is less than a 
hundred meters from the Garden Tomb.  Are these the 
bona fide sites?  Quite possibly. 

Jesus’ body was placed in a nearby tomb of a rich man in a garden.  Not all 
archaeologists agree about the Garden Tomb’s date, but many have described it as a 
Jewish tomb of the First Century A.D.  In later years, it was probably used for Christian 
worship.  The vineyard’s owner was a wealthy man, as his tomb was cut out of the solid 
rock, with a large weeping chamber, and a channel for a rolling stone. 

Jesus’ uncle, Joseph of Arimathaea took the body, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and 
placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock, rolling a big stone in front 
of the entrance, Matthew 27:59-60. John’s account adds, “Now in the place where He 
was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulcher, wherein was never 
man yet laid. There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day; for 
the sepulcher was nigh at hand,” John 19:40-42. 

The Garden Tomb and Skull Hill are reminders that the tomb is empty; we serve a 
risen Savior.  The Son of God died for our sins, and was dead in the grave for three days 
and three nights, rose to eternal life, ascended to Heaven, where He is our Advocate and 
High Priest, and soon to return to rule the earth as King of kings and Lord of lords. 
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Music: Our Weakest Link? 
 
Music is a great spiritual tool, along 

with Bible Study, prayer, fasting, and 
meditation.  Yet all too many in the 
Churches of God do not avail themselves 
of spiritual music. 

USA Today reports that Americans 
have drastically reduced their time spent 
listening to recorded music.  Personal 
observation indicates that learning how to 
play a musical instrument is a declining 
skill.  It is often difficult to obtain a pianist 
to play hymns for Sabbath Services. 

The lead article in this issue, “Biblical 
Music,” lists some of the many scriptures 
on the topic of music.  The Bible is full of 
music, yet we sometimes sing hymns 
without emotion or joy.  The purpose of 
music is not to entertain ourselves, but to 
praise and worship the Almighty. 

Someone said, “to sing is to pray 
twice.”  The point is, music is more 
powerful than prayer!  Let us not neglect 
godly music, which is a wonderful tool to 
worship and praise our Creator. 

Should music and art have restraints?  
Should they follow structure and rules, or 
be “free” to uninhibited human expres-
sion?  The history of the arts shows a 
conflict between the Apollonian and 
Dionysian elements.  A 15-page article by 
Wilber Berg, “Should Artistic Creativity 
Have Restraints?” shows that true artistic 
freedom can only exist within the confines 
of God’s laws.  To read this article, see 
www.giveshare.org/music/creativity.html, 
or send us $3 for a printed copy. 

Additional music resources from G&S: 
Handel’s Messiah, Israel in Egypt/ 
Chandos Anthem No. 10, There is a 
Redeemer by Sharon See, Our Everything, 
Every Knew Shall Bow by Robin Todd, 
and more.  To order, see our website at 
www.giveshare.org/music. 

Instead of being our “weakest link,” 
music can be a powerful spiritual tool to 
connect with the Almighty.  Let every 
thing that hath breath praise the Lord!  
The Lord is my strength and my song; He 
has become my salvation! 
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Biblical Music Study No. 242 
 

he following is a listing of some of the scriptures which pertain to music.  
Music is a major theme of the Bible.  In the past, the present, and the future, 
music is an essential part of godly life, a wonderful spiritual tool. 

 
Genesis 

 
4:21 And his brother’s name was Jubal: he 

was the father of all such as handle the 
harp and organ. 

31:27 that I might have sent thee away with 
mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and 
with harp 

 
Exodus 

 
15:1 Then sang Moses and the children of 

Israel this song unto the Lord, and 
spake, saying, I will sing unto the 
Lord 

15:2 The Lord is my strength and song 
15:20 And Miriam the prophetess, the sister 

of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; 
and all the women went out after her 
with timbrels and with dances. 

15:21 And Miriam answered them, Sing ye 
to the Lord 

19:13 when the trumpet soundeth long 
19:16 and the voice of the trumpet exceed-

ing loud 
19:19 when the voice of the trumpet 

sounded 
20:18 and the noise of the trumpet 
32:18 but the noise of them that sing do I 

hear 
 

Leviticus 
 

23:24 a memorial of blowing of trumpets 
25:9 Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of 

the jubilee to sound . . .  in the day of 
atonement shall ye make the trumpet 
sound 

 
Numbers 

 
10:2 Make thee two trumpets of silver 
10:3 And when they shall blow with them 

[refers to silver trumpets in verse 2] 
10:4 And if they blow but with one trumpet 
10:5 When ye blow an alarm [refers to 

silver trumpets in verse 2] 
10:6 When ye blow an alarm [refers to 

silver trumpets in verse 2] 
10:8 the priests, shall blow with the 

trumpets 
10:9 then ye shall blow an alarm with the 

trumpets 
10:10 ye shall blow with the trumpets 
21:17 Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, 

O well; sing ye unto it 
29:1 It is a day of blowing the trumpets 

unto you. 
31:6 and the trumpets to blow in his hand 
 

Deuteronomy 
 

10:21 He is thy praise [hymn], and he is thy 
God 

31:19 Now therefore write ye this song . . . 
that this song may be a witness 

31:21 that this song shall testify 
31:30 the words of this song 
32:44 all the words of this song 
 

Joshua 
 
6:4 seven trumpets of ram’s horns . . . the 

priests shall blow with the trumpets 
6:5 a long blast with the ram’s horn… the 

sound of the trumpet 
6:6 seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
6:8 the seven trumpets… and blew with 

the trumpets  
6:9 priests that blew with the trumpets… 

and blowing the trumpets  
6:13 bearing seven trumpets . . . and blew 

with the trumpets . . . and blowing 
with the trumpets  

6:16 when the priests blew with the 
trumpets  

6:20 when the priests blew with the 
trumpets . . . the sound of the trumpet 

 
Judges 

 
3:27 he blew a trumpet in the mountain 
5:1 Then sang Deborah and Barak 
5:3 I, even I, will sing unto the Lord; I 

will sing praise to the Lord God of 
Israel. 

5:12 awake, awake, utter a song 
6:34 and he blew a trumpet 
7:8 So the people took victuals in their 

hand, and their trumpets  

T 
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7:16 and he put a trumpet in every man’s 
hand 

7:18 When I blow with a trumpet . . . then 
blow ye the trumpets also 

7:19 and they blew the trumpets  
7:20 And the tree companies blew the 

trumpets . . . and the trumpets in their 
right hands to blow withal 

7:22 And the three hundred blew the 
trumpets  

11:34 his daughter came out to meet him 
with timbrels 

 
I Samuel 

 
10:5 with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a 

pipe, and a harp 
13:3 And Saul blew the trumpet throughout 

all the land 
16:16 who is a cunning player on an harp… 

he shall play 
16:17 a man that can play well [refers to 

verse 16-to play the harp] 
16:18 cunning in playing [refers to verse 16-

to play the harp] 
16:23 David took an harp, and played 
18:6 singing and dancing, to meet king 

Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with 
instruments of musick 

18:7 as they played [refers to verse 6] 
18:10 and David played [refers to 16:23] 
19:9 and David played [refers to 16:23] 
21:11 did they not sing 
29:5 they sang one to another in dances 
 

II Samuel 
 

2:28 So Joab blew a trumpet 
6:5 And David and all the house of Israel 

played before the Lord on all manner 
of instruments made of fir wood, even 
on harps, and on psalteries, and on 
timbrels, and on cornets, and on 
cymbals. 

6:15 with shouting, and with the sound of 
the trumpet 

15:10 As soon as ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet 

18:16 And Joab blew the trumpet 
19:35 the voice of singing men and singing 

women 
20:1 and he blew a trumpet 
20:22 And he blew a trumpet 
22:1 And David spake unto the Lord the 

words of this song 
22:50 I will sing praises unto thy name 
23:1 the sweet psalmist of Israel 
 

I Kings 
 

1:34 blow ye with the trumpet 
1:39 they blew the trumpet 
1:40 the people piped with pipes 
1:41 when Joab heard the sound of the 

trumpet 
4:32 his songs were a thousand and five 
10:12 harps also and psalteries for singers 
 

II Kings 
 

3:15 But now bring me a minstrel . . . the 
minstrel played 

9:13 and blew with trumpets, saying, Jehu 
is King 

11:14 and the trumpeters by the king, and all 
the people of the land rejoiced, and 
blew with trumpets 

12:13 Howbeit there were not made for the 
house of the Lord bowls of silver, 
snuffers, basons, trumpets 

 
I Chronicles 

 
6:31 And these are they whom David set 

over the service of song 
6:32 And they ministered . . . with singing 
6:33 And these are they . . . Heman a 

singer 
9:33 And these are the singers . . . for they 

were employed in that work day and 
night. 

13:8 And David and all Israel played before 
God with all their might, and with 
singing, and with harps, and with 
psalteries, and with timbrels, and with 
cymbals, and with trumpets. 

15:16 to appoint their brethren to be the 
singers with instruments of musick, 
psalteries and harps and cymbals, 
sounding, by lifting up the voice with 
joy 

15:19 So the singers . . . were appointed to 
sound with cymbals of brass 

15:20 with psalteries on Alamoth 
15:21 with harps on the Sheminith to excel 
15:22 was for song: he instructed about the 

song, because he was skilful 
15:24 the priests, did blow with the trumpets 

before the ark of God 
15:27 and the singers, and Chenaniah the 

master of the song with the singers 
15:28 and with sound of the cornet, and with 

trumpets, and with cymbals, making a 
noise with psalteries and harps 

16:5 Jeiel with psalteries and with harps; 
but Asaph made a sound with cymbals 



 Biblical Music 5 

16:6 Benaiah also and Jahaziel the priests 
with trumpets 

16:7 David delivered first this psalm to 
thank the Lord 

16:9 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: 
16:23 Sing unto the Lord, all the earth 
16:33 Then shall the trees of the wood sing 

out at the presence of the Lord 
16:42 And with them Heman and Jeduthum 

with trumpets and cymbals for those 
that should make a sound, and with 
musical instruments of God. 

23:5 and four thousand praised the Lord 
with the instruments 

25:1 prophesy with harps, with psalteries, 
and with cymbals 

25:3 prophesied with a harp 
25:5 to lift up the horn 
25:6 All these were under the hands of their 

father for song in the house of the 
Lord, with cymbals, psalteries, and 
harps 

25:7 So the number of them, with their 
brethren that were instructed in the 
songs of the Lord, even all that were 
cunning, was two hundred fourscore 
and eight. 

 
II Chronicles 

 
5:12 Also the Levites which were the 

singers . . . having cymbals and psal-
teries and harps . . . and with them 
and hundred and twenty priests sound-
ing with trumpets 

5:13 as the trumpeters and singers were as 
one . . . and when they lifted up their 
voice with the trumpets and cymbals 
and instruments of musick 

7:6 the Levites also with instruments of 
musick of the Lord . . . and the priests 
sounded trumpets 

9:11 harps and psalteries for singers 
13:12 and his priests with sounding trumpets 
13:14 and the priests sounded with the 

trumpets 
15:14 And they sware unto the Lord . . . with 

trumpets, and with cornets 
20:21 he appointed singers unto the Lord, 

and that should praise the beauty of 
holiness 

20:22 And when they began to sing and to 
praise 

20:28 And they came to Jerusalem with 
psalteries and harps and trumpets 

23:13 the trumpets by the king . . . and 
sounded with trumpets, also the sing-
ers with instruments of musick, and 

such as taught to sing praise 
23:18 with rejoicing and with singing 
29:25 And he set the Levites in the house of 

the Lord with cymbals, with psalter-
ies, and with harps 

29:26 And the Levites stood with the in-
struments of David, and the priests 
with the trumpets 

29:27 the song of the Lord began also with 
the trumpets, and with the instru-
ments ordained by David king of 
Israel 

29:28 and the singers sang, and the trump-
eters sounded 

29:30 commanded the Levites to sing praise 
unto the Lord with the words of 
David, and of Asaph the seer. And 
they sang praises with gladness 

30:21 and the Levites and the priests praised 
the Lord day by day, singing with 
loud instruments unto the Lord 

34:12 all that could skill of instruments of 
musick 

35:15 And the singers the sons of Asaph 
were in their place 

35:25 and all the singing men and the sing-
ing women spake of Josiah 

 
Ezra 

 
2:41 The singers: the children of Asaph 
2:65 and there were among them two 

hundred singing men and singing 
women 

2:70 and the singers . . . dwelt in their cities 
3:10 they set the priests in their apparel 

with trumpets, and the Levites the 
sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise 
the Lord 

3:11 And they sang together by course in 
praising and giving thanks 

7:7 And there went up some of the . . .  
singers 

7:24 that touching the . . . singers . . . it 
shall not be lawful to impose toll, 
tribute, or custom, upon them 

10:24 Of the singers also; Eliashib 
 

Nehemiah 
 

4:18 And he that sounded the trumpet was 
by me. 

4:20 In what place therefore ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet 

7:1 and the singers and the Levites were 
appointed 

7:44 The singers: the children of Asaph, an 
hundred forty and eight. 
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7:67 they had two hundred forty and five 
singing men and singing women 

7:73 and the singers . . . dwelt in their cities 
10:28 the singers . . . and all they that had 

separated themselves 
10:39 For the children . . . shall bring the 

offering . . . and the singers 
11:22 the singers were over the business of 

the house of God 
11:23 that a certain portion should be for the 

singers 
12:27 and with singing, with cymbals, psal-

teries, and with harps 
12:28 And the sons of the singers gathered 

themselves together 
12:29 for the singers had builded them 

villages round about Jerusalem 
12:35 And certain of the priests’ sons with 

trumpets 
12:36 with the musical instruments of 

David 
12:41 And the priests . . . with trumpets 
12:42 And the singers sang loud 
12:45 And both the singers and the porters 

kept the ward of their God 
12:46 there were chief of the singers, and 

songs of praise and thanksgiving 
12:47 gave the portions of the singers 
13:5 which was commanded to be given to 

the Levites, and the singers 
13:10 for the Levites and the singers, that 

did the work, were fled 
 

Job 
 

17:6 and aforetime I was as a tabret 
[compare 30:9] 

21:12 They take the timbrel and harp, and 
rejoice at the sound of the organ. 

29:13 and I caused the widow’s heart to sing 
for joy 

30:9 And now am I their song, yea, I am 
their byword. 

30:31 My harp also is turned to mourning, 
and my organ into the voice of them 
that weep. 

35:10 Where is God my maker, who giveth 
songs in the night 

38:7 When the morning stars sang together 
39:24 neither believeth he that it is the sound 

of the trumpet 
39:25 He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha 
 

Psalms 
 

7:17 I will . . . sing praise to the name of 
the Lord most high 

9:2 I will sing praise to thy name, O thou 

most High 
9:11 Sing praises to the Lord, which 

dwelleth in Zion 
13:6 I will sing unto the Lord, because he 

hath dealt bountifully with me. 
18:49 and sing praises unto thy name 
21:13 so will we sing and praise thy power 
27:6 I will sing, yea, I will sing praises 

unto the Lord 
28:7 and with my song will I praise him 
30:4 Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his 
30:12 To the end that my glory may sing 

praise to thee, and not be silent. 
32:7 thou shalt compass me about with 

songs of deliverance 
33:2 Praise the Lord with harp: sing unto 

him with the psaltery and an instru-
ment of ten strings. 

33:3 Sing unto him a new song; play 
skillfully with a loud noise. 

40:3 And he hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praise unto our God 

42:8 and in the night his song shall be with 
me 

43:4 yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, 
O God my God 

47:5 God is gone up with a shout, the Lord 
with the sound of a trumpet. 

47:6 Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing 
praises unto our King, sing praises. 

47:7 sing ye praises with understanding 
49:4 I will open my dark saying upon the 

harp. 
51:14 my tongue shall sing aloud of thy 

righteousness 
57:7 I will sing and give praise. 
57:8 Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery 

and harp 
57:9 I will sing unto thee among the 

nations. 
59:16 But I will sing of thy power; yea, I 

will sing aloud of thy mercy 
59:17 Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing 
61:8 So will I sing praise unto thy name for 

ever 
65:13 The pastures are clothed with flocks; 

the valleys also are covered over with 
corn; they shout for joy, they also 
sing. 

66:2 Sing forth the honour of his name 
66:4 All the earth shall worship thee, and 

shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to 
thy name. 

67:4 O let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy 

68:4 Sing unto God, sing praises to His 
name 

68:25 The singers went before, the players 
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on instruments followed after; among 
them were the damsels playing with 
timbrels 

68:32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the 
earth; O sing praises unto the Lord. 

69:12 I was the song of the drunkards. 
69:30 I will praise the name of God with a 

song 
71:22 I will also praise thee with the 

psaltery, even thy truth, O my God: 
unto thee will I sing with the harp, O 
thou Holy One of Israel 

71:23 My lips shall greatly rejoice when I 
sing unto thee 

75:9 I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 
77:6 I call to remembrance my song in the 

night 
81:1 Sing aloud unto God our strength 
81:2 Take a psalm, and bring hither the 

timbrel, the pleasant harp with the 
psaltery. 

81:3 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon 
87:7 As well the singers as the players on 

instruments shall be there 
89:1 I will sing of the mercies of the Lord 

for ever 
89:15 Blessed is the people that know the 

joyful sound [refers to Leviticus 
23:24] 

92:1 It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord, and to sing praises 

92:3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, 
and upon the psaltery; upon the harp 

95:1 O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let 
us make a joyful noise 

95:2 Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise 
unto him with psalms. [joyful noise 
refers to singing] 

96:1 O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing 
unto the Lord, all the earth. 

96:2 Sing unto the Lord, bless his name 
98:1 O sing unto the Lord a new song; for 

he hath done marvelous things 
98:4 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 

the earth: make a loud noise, and 
rejoice, and sing praise. 

98:5 Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with 
the harp, and the voice of a psalm. 

98:6 With trumpets and sound of cornet 
make a joyful noise 

100:2 come before his presence with singing 
101:1 I will sing of mercy and judgment: 

unto thee, O Lord, will I sing 
104:12 the fowls of the heaven have their 

habitation, which sing among the 
branches 

104:33 I will sing unto the Lord as long as I 

live: I will sing praise to my God 
105:2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him 
106:12 they sang his praise 
108:1 I will sing and give praise 
108:2 Awake, psaltery and harp 
108:3 I will sing praises unto thee among the 

nations 
118:14 The Lord is my strength and song 
119:54 Thy statutes have been my songs in 

the house of my pilgrimage. 
126:2 Then was our mouth filled with 

laughter, and our tongue with singing 
135:3 sing praises unto his name; for it is 

pleasant 
137:2 We hanged our harps upon the 

willows 
137:3 For there they that carried us away 

captive required of us a song; and they 
that wasted us required of us mirth, 
saying, Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion. 

137:4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song in 
a strange land? 

138:1 before the gods will I sing praise unto 
thee 

138:5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the 
Lord 

144:9 I will sing a new song unto thee, O 
God: upon a psaltery and an instru-
ment of ten strings will I sing unto 
thee. 

145:7 and shall sing of thy righteousness 
146:2 I will sing praises unto my God while 

I have any being. 
147:1 Praise ye the Lord: for it is good to 

sing praises unto our God 
147:7 Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; 

sing praise upon the harp 
149:1 Sing unto the Lord a new song 
149:3 let them sing praises unto him with the 

timbrel and harp 
149:5 Let the saints be joyful in glory: let 

them sing aloud upon their beds. 
150:3 Praise him with the sound of the 

trumpet: praise him with the psaltery 
and harp. 

150:4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 
praise him with stringed instruments 
and organs. 

150:5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: 
praise him upon the high sounding 
cymbals. 

 
Proverbs 

 
25:20 as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that 

singeth songs to an heavy heart 
29:6 the righteous doth sing and rejoice 
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Ecclesiastes 
 

2:8 I gat me men singers and women 
singers, and the delights of the sons of 
men, as musical instruments, and that 
of all sorts. 

7:5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the 
wise, than for a man to hear the song 
of fools. 

12:4 and all the daughters of musick shall 
be brought low 

 
The Song of Solomon 

 
1:1 The song of songs, which is Solo-

mon’s. 
2:12 the time of the singing of birds is 

come 
 

Isaiah 
 

5:1 Now will I sing to my beloved a song 
of my beloved 

5:12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, 
and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts 

12:2 the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength 
and my song 

12:5 Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done 
excellent things 

14:7 they break forth into singing 
14:11 Thy pomp is brought down to the 

grave, and the noise of thy viols 
16:10 in the vineyards there shall be no 

singing 
16:11 Wherefore my bowels shall sound like 

an harp for Moab 
18:3 and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear 

ye 
23:15 after the end of seventy years shall 

Tyre sing as an harlot 
23:16 Take an harp, go about the city… 

make sweet melody, sing many songs 
24:8 The mirth of tabrets ceaseth . . . the 

joy of the harp ceaseth. 
24:9 They shall not drink wine with a song 
24:14 they shall sing for the majesty of the 

Lord 
24:16 From the uttermost part of the earth 

have we heard songs 
26:1 In that day shall this song be sung in 

the land of Judah 
26:19 Awake and sing 
27:2 In that day sing ye unto her, A 

vineyard of red wine. 
27:13 And it shall come to pass in that day, 

that the great trumpet shall be blown 
30:29 Ye shall have a song… and gladness 

of heart, as when on goeth with a pipe 

30:32 it shall be with tabrets and harps 
35:2 It shall blossom abundantly, and 

rejoice even with joy and singing 
35:6 and the tongue of the dumb sing 
35:10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall 

return, and come to Zion with songs 
38:20 therefore we will sing my songs to the 

stringed instruments all the days of 
our life in the house of the Lord 

42:10 Sing unto the Lord a new song 
42:11 let the inhabitants of the rock sing 
44:23 Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath 

done it: shout, ye lower parts of the 
earth: break forth into singing, ye 
mountains 

48:20 with a voice of singing declare ye 
49:13 Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O 

earth; and break forth into singing 
51:3 joy and gladness shall be found 

therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 
melody 

51:11 Therefore the redeemed of the Lord 
shall return, and come with singing 

52:8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; 
with the voice together shall they sing 

52:9 Break forth into joy, sing together 
54:1 Sing, O barren, thou that didst not 

bear; break forth into singing 
55:12 the mountains and the hills shall break 

forth before you into singing 
58:1 lift up thy voice like a trumpet 
65:14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy 

of heart 
 

Jeremiah 
 

4:5  Blow ye the trumpet in the land 
4:19 O my soul, the sound of the trumpet 
4:21 How long shall I see the standard, and 

hear the sound of the trumpet? 
6:1 blow the trumpet in Tekoa 
6:17 Hearken to the sound of the trumpet 
20:13 Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord 
31:4 thou shalt again be adorned with thy 

tabrets 
31:12 Therefore they shall come and sing in 

the height of Zion 
42:14 we shall see no war, nor hear the 

sound of the trumpet 
48:36 Therefore mine heart shall sound for 

Moab like pipes, and mine heart shall 
sound like pipes for the men of 
Kirheres 

51:27 Set ye up a standard in the land, blow 
the trumpet among the nations 

51:48 Then the heaven and the earth, and all 
that is therein, shall sing 
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Lamentations 
 
3:14 I was a derision to all my people; and 

their song all the day. 
3:63 Behold their sitting down, and their 

rising up; I am their musick. 
5:14 The elders have ceased from the gate, 

the young men from their musick. 
 

Ezekiel 
 
7:14 They have blown the trumpet 
26:13 And I will cause the noise of thy 

songs to cease; and the sound of thy 
harps shall be no more heard. 

27:25 The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee 
in thy market 

28:13 the workmanship of thy tabrets and of 
thy pipes was prepared in thee 

33:3 If when he seeth the sword come upon 
the land, he blow the trumpet 

33:4 Then whosoever heareth the sound of 
the trumpet 

33:5 He heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and took not warning 

33:6 But if the watchman . . . blow not the 
trumpet 

33:32 And, lo, thou art unto them as a very 
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant 
voice, and can play well on an 
instrument 

40:44 And without the inner gate were the 
chambers of the singers 

 
Daniel 

 
3:5 That at what time ye hear the sound of 

the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of 
musick 

3:7 when all the people hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of 
musick 

3:10 every man that shall hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of 
musick 

3:15 ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and 
all kinds of musick 

6:18 neither were instruments of musick 
brought before him 

 
Hosea 

 
2:15 she shall sing there, as in the days of 

her youth 

5:8 Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the 
trumpet in Ramah 

8:1 Se the trumpet to thy mouth 
 

Joel 
 
2:1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 

sound an alarm in my holy mountain 
[See Numbers 10 for reference to 
“sound an alarm.”] 

2:15 Blow the trumpet in Zion 
 

Amos 
 
2:2 with shouting, and with the sound of 

the trumpet 
3:6 Shall a trumpet be blown in the city 
5:23 Take thou away from me the noise of 

thy songs; for I will not hear the 
melody of thy viols. 

6:5 That chant to the sound of the viol, 
and invent to themselves instruments 
of musick, like David. 

8:3 And the songs of the temple shall be 
howlings in that day 

8:10 And I will turn your feasts into 
mourning, and all you songs into 
lamentation 

 
Habakkuk 

 
3:19 To the chief singer on my stringed 

instruments. 
 

Zephaniah 
 
1:16 A day of the trumpet and alarm 

against the fenced cities 
2:14 their voice shall sing in the windows 
3:14 Sing, O daughter of Zion 
3:17 he will joy over thee with singing 
 

Zechariah 
 
2:10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion 
9:14 the Lord God shall blow the trumpet 
 

Matthew 
 
6:2 do not sound a trumpet before thee 
9:23 and saw the minstrels and the people 

making a noise 
11:17 We have piped unto you, and ye have 

not danced 
24:31 And he shall send his angels with a 

great sound of a trumpet 
26:30 And when they had sung an hymn, 

they went out into the mount of Olives 
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Mark 
 
14:26 And when they had sung an hymn, 

they went out into the mount of Olives 
 

Luke 
 
7:32 We have piped unto you, and ye have 

not danced 
15:25 Now his elder son . . .heard musick 

and dancing. 
 

Acts 
 

16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto God 

 
Romans 

 
15:9 For this cause I will confess to thee 

among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy 
name. 

 
I Corinthians 

 
13:1 I am become as sounding brass, or a 

tinkling cymbal 
14:7 And even things without life giving 

sound, whether pipe or harp, except 
they give a distinction in the sounds, 
how shall it be known what is piped or 
harped? 

14:8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain 
sound 

14:15 I will sing with the spirit, and I will 
sing with the understanding also  

14:26 every one of you hath a psalm 
15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound 

 
Ephesians 

 
5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord 

 
Colossians 

 
3:16 teaching and admonishing one another 

in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord 

 
I Thessalonians 

 

4:16 with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God 

 
Hebrews 

 
2:12 in the midst of the church will I sing 

praise unto thee 
12:19 And the sound of a trumpet 
 

James 
 
5:13 Is any merry? Let him sing psalms. 
 

Revelation 
 
1:10 a great voice, as of a trumpet 
4:1 the first voice which I heard was as it 

were of a trumpet 
5:8 having every one of them harps 
5:9 And they sung a new song 
8:2 to them were given seven trumpets 
8:6 And the seven angels which had the 

seven trumpets prepared themselves 
to sound. 

8:7 The first angel sounded [refers to the 
trumpet in 8:6] 

8:8 the second angel sounded [refers to 
the trumpet in 8:6] 

8:10 the third angel sounded [refers to the 
trumpet in 8:6] 

8:12 the fourth angel sounded [refers to the 
trumpet in 8:6] 

8:13 the other voices of the trumpets of the 
three angels, which are yet to sound 

9:1 And the fifth angel sounded [refers to 
the trumpet in 8:6] 

9:13 the sixth angel sounded [refers to the 
trumpet in 8:6] 

9:14 Saying to the sixth angel which had 
the trumpet 

10:7 when he shall begin to sound [refers 
to the trumpet in 8:6] 

11:15 And the seventh angel sounded [refers 
to the trumpet in 8:6] 

14:2 and I heard the voice of harpers harp-
ing with their harps 

14:3 And they sung as it were a new song 
before the throne . . . and no man 
could learn that song but the hundred 
and forty and four thousand 

15:2 having the harps of God 
15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the 

servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb 

18:22 And the voice of harpers, and music-
ians, and of pipers, and trumpeters 

  Ω
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Christ the Firstfruits Study No. 243 
 

hen the Apostle Paul was making his defense before King Agrippa, he 
made a fascinating statement in Acts 26:23, “That Christ should suffer, 
and that He should be the first that should rise from the dead.”  What did 

Paul mean by this?  Certainly there had been people who were raised from the 
dead prior to the resurrection of Christ.  Instances of individuals rising from the 
dead before Christ, are strewn throughout Scripture:  the son of the widow of 
Nain, Luke 7:11-15; the daughter of Jairus, Luke 8:49-55; Lazarus, John 11:1-
44; the dead man lowered onto the bones of Elisha, II Kings 13:20-21; to name 
just a few.  What did Paul mean that Jesus was the first to rise from the dead?  The 
answer to that question is intertwined in a feast day often overlooked, Leviticus 
23, the feast of early firstfruits. 

 
In Leviticus 23:10-11, the Eternal told 

Moses:  “When ye be come into the land 
which I give unto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of 
the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: 
And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, 
to be accepted for you:  on the morrow after 
the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.” 

This ceremony is also briefly mentioned 
in Exodus 23:19:  “The first of the firstfruits 
of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of 
the Lord thy God.” 

The Hebrew word for “firstfruits” in 
Leviticus 23:10 and for “first” in Exodus 
23:19 is reshiyth, meaning the first in order, 
rank, or preeminence.  “What,” or more pro-
perly, “Who” is represented by the sheaf of 
the firstfruits, and what does this ceremony of 
waving the sheaf before the Lord represent? 

A sheaf of grain is sometimes used in 
Scripture to represent a person.  Notice in 
Genesis 37:7-8, where Joseph and his 
brothers are represented by sheaves of grain 
in Joseph’s dream.  Who then is represented 
by the sheaf of firstfruits?  The Bible gives 
the answer in I Corinthians 15:20, 22-23:  
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept . . . . 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive.  But every man in his own 
order:  Christ the firstfruits.”  Christ is also 
called “the firstborn from the dead,” Colos-
sians 1:18; and, “the first begotten of the 
dead,” Revelation 1:5; and, “the firstborn 
among many brethren,” Romans 8:29.  There 
is no question that the risen Christ is 
represented by the wave sheaf of the firstfruits 
in Leviticus 23:10-11.  Remember that the 
Hebrew word for sheaf is reshiyth, which 
means first in order, and or preeminence.   

Paul says that Christ is “the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things He 
might have the preeminence”! 

What is meant then by this ceremony of 
waving the sheaf before the Lord “to be 
accepted for you”?  Leviticus 23:11.  Notice 
the timing of this ceremony.  It took place 
after the Passover (Leviticus 23:5) on the 
morrow after the Sabbath, i.e., on the first day 
of the week.  In addition, the Eternal instruc-
ted Moses that the Israelites were to count 
from this day fifty days, to the next feast day 
(Leviticus 23:15-16) which is referred to as 
the feast of weeks (Deuteronomy 16:10), 
because the Israelites had counted seven 
weeks from the day of the wave sheaf 
offering and this festival. 

All of the Gospel records recount that the 
women found the empty tomb of Christ, early 
on the first day of the week, Matthew 28:1, 
5-6; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1.  You 
will notice, however, in each verse mentioned 
above, the word day is in italics — that means 
it was added by the King James translators 
and does not appear in the original Green 
manuscripts.  In addition, the word week in 
the original Greek is plural, i.e. weeks.  What 
the text should read is “the first of the weeks” 
or the first day of the weeks counting toward 
the next festival — “The Feast of Weeks,” 
also known as Pentecost in the New 
Testament, Acts 2:1.  This day then, “the 
first of the weeks,” mentioned by the Gospel 
writers, is the very day the priest was to wave 
the sheaf of the firstfruits before the Lord! 

Notice John 20:16-17, when Mary 
Magdalene sees the risen Christ!  “Jesus saith 
unto her, Mary.  She turned herself, and saith 
unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.  
Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am 

W 
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not yet ascended to my Father; but go to My 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 
My Father, and your Father, and to My God, 
and your God.” 

We know, later on that same day, Jesus 
allowed the women to hold him by the feet 
and worship Him, Matthew 28:9; and He told 
His disciples, “Behold My hands and My feet, 
that it is I Myself:  handle Me and see; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me 
have,” Luke 24:39. 

Why then did Jesus tell Mary Magdalene 
in John 20:17 not to touch him?  Jesus gives 
the answer — He had not yet ascended to the 
Father!  He had not yet presented His body as 
the perfect sacrifice “to be accepted for you” 
as the wave sheaf was waved before the Lord 
on this very day! 

Notice Hebrews 9:12-14:  “Neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood He [Christ] entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemp-
tion for us.  For if the blood of bulls and of 
goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh: How much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God?”  Also Hebrews 10:10, 14,  “By 
the which will we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all . . . .  For by one offering He hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

On the very day the priest waved the sheaf 
of the firstfruits before the Lord “to be 
accepted for you,” our High Priest and Savior 
ascended to the Father, to present His body as 
the perfect sacrifice so that we may be 
redeemed from our sins and sanctified for the 
Father’s use. 

Notice how perfectly our Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, fulfilled this feast of firstfruits to the 
most minute of details.  In Leviticus 2:14-16, 
the Lord said:  “And if thou offer a meat 
offering of thy firstfruits unto the Lord, thou 
shalt offer for the meat offering of thy first-
fruits green ears of corn dried by the fire, 
even corn beaten out of full ears.  And thou 
shalt put oil upon it, and lay frankincense 
thereon: it is a meat offering.  And the priest 
shall burn the memorial of it, part of the 
beaten corn thereof, part of the oil thereof . . . 
it is an offering made by fire unto the Lord.”  
This meat or grain offering of the firstfruits 
was to be “of a sweet savour unto the Lord,” 
Leviticus 2:9. 

How perfectly is Christ represented by 
this offering of the firstfruits.  The offering 
was to be made of green ears of corn dried by 
the fire.  Was not our Lord tried in the fire, 
tempted in all points like we are, yet without 
sin?  Hebrews 4:15.  The corn of the first-
fruits offering was to be beaten out of full 
ears.  “But He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:  
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him:  
and with His stripes we are healed,” Isaiah 
53:5.  Oil was poured upon the firstfruits 
offering.  Oil is often used as a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit in Scripture.  “God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
power,” Acts 10:38.  Jesus, reading a pro-
phecy of Himself from the scroll of Isaiah 
said:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
because He hath anointed Me to preach the 
gospel to the poor,” Luke 4:18.  Frankincense 
was among the gifts offered to the Christ-
child by the wise men, Matthew 1:11. 

Finally, a memorial portion of the first-
fruits offering was burned on the altar as a 
sweet savour unto the Lord.  Paul used this 
imagery in speaking of the offering of the 
Messiah in Ephesians 5:2:  “And walk in 
love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given Himself for us an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.” 

To return to the original question asked at 
the beginning, how can Christ be the first to 
rise from the dead?  He was the first to rise in 
a spiritual resurrection, a resurrection to 
immortality.  He is the first in rank, order, and 
preeminence of all those, who would be made 
alive in Him forever, the firstborn of many 
brethren!  All the resurrections prior to His 
were physical resurrections, and those 
individuals ultimately died again.  But 
Christ’s was a spiritual resurrection, a resur-
rection to life eternal, I Corinthians 15:45.  
And because of His resurrection, all those 
who believe in Him shall rise, and never die 
again! John 11:25-26.  That is the corner-
stone of our Christian faith, I Corinthians 
15:13-14.  And the fact that Christ, the first-
fruit, perfectly fulfilled the feast of firstfruits, 
by entering into the holy place to present His 
body as the perfect sacrifice for our sins, we 
can now have “boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and 
living way, which He had consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is to say, His flesh,” 
Hebrews 10:19-20. 

 — written by David Miller Ω 
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