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Have Bible, Will Travel 
 

The most important aspect of 
Christian living is caring for others. “By 
this,” Jesus said, “shall all men know that 
ye are My disciples, if ye have love one 
to another,” John 13:35. 

As believers in the Messiah, we serve 
others, not to earn salvation or make 
ourselves appear to be righteous, but 
because we love others.  We do not need 
accolades of men; we just need to serve 
others in love, physically and spiritually. 

Today, in spite of high-speed Internet 
connections, people tend to be more 
alienated, lonely, and unfulfilled than 

ever before.  Why is this?  Because there is no substitute 
for personal contact.  Of the current forms of communica-
tion, personal, face to face contact is by far the most 

effective, telephone calls and written letters less effective, and E-mail the least effective 
of all.  In fact, E-mail communication is sometimes negative communication.  It is 
almost impossible for personal communication to be effective via E-mail, and certainly, 
E-mail is an improper and inadequate means of discussing religious subjects.  I 
constantly observe evidence of this fact.  Unfortunately, even some Church elders 
foolishly attempt to discuss doctrinal subjects in detail via E-mail.  It is easy to fall into 
this trap, because E-mail is so instant, and free.  Therein lies its shortcoming.  The most 
important thing in discussing personal or religious matters is the attitude of the other 
person.  It is very difficult to determine where the other person is via the cold, 
thoughtless, instant medium of E-mail.  Let us remember that E-mail is the least 
effective means of communication, and use it for the purpose it was intended: quick, 
brief, informational notes, instead of extensive personal or theological discussion. 

There are many isolated, lonely people, who really need personal contact.  As an 
elder in the Church of God, I want to reach out to help those who need personal contact.    
I am making myself available in two ways: 

(1) I plan to dedicate three periods a week to answer personal calls, and discuss 
important Biblical matters.  These times are Friday and Saturday evening at 8:00-9:00 
PM (Mountain Time, UTC/GMT-7), and Sunday morning 11:00 AM to noon.  Call me 
at 307-686-5191.  (Note: Please see the accompanying article on time zones to determine 
your time versus our time.)  I am not always available at these times, but if I am home, 
your time is my time.  In the United States, most can obtain long distance rates at five 
cents a minute or less.  But, in some rare cases, if you really cannot afford to call me, let 
me know and I will call you, on a regular basis if you wish. 

(2) I am willing to travel to give sermons and Bible Studies in your Church area, 
provided that you pay a portion of my travel expenses.  Typically, I would travel on 
Friday, give a Friday night Bible Study, a Sabbath sermon, and return on Sunday.  Please 
let me know if you have needs for baptism, anointing, a wedding, or funeral. 

As always, you are welcome to join us on our regular “Third Sabbath” telephone 
Bible Study, 10:00 A.M. Mountain Time, the third Sabbath of each month.  Dial 918-
222-7158.  When you hear a recorded message, press the access code: 0566#. 

Truly, there is no substitute for personal contact.  We are here to serve you. 
 

Richard C. Nickels and a Ten 
Commandments Monument 
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The Faithful Word 

 
Our friends, Ed and Cindy Burson, 

have obtained a 24x7 conference tele-
phone line, and plan to host a regular 
Friday night Bible Study at 8 PM Central 
Time (6 Pacific, 7 Mountain, 9 Eastern).  
Call 641-594-7500.  When connected, 
press access code 729865#. 

Ed preaches a strong message and is 
adamantly opposed to wide-open divorce 
and remarriage so prevalent today.  I 
expect to join him on this conference line 
from time to time. 

For a schedule of speakers, and other 
times for special programs, see their 
website, www.thefaithfulword.com, or 
E-mail Ed@TheFaithfulWord.com, or 
telephone 903-576-0086. 

 
Catholic Encyclopedia 

 
The Catholic Encyclopedia is the 

definitive library of Catholic knowledge 
on a wide variety of topics.  Published 
from 1907-1914, it has more than 11,600 
articles.  This resource is available on the 
Internet at: www.newadvent.org.  Or on 
computer CD for $29.95 + $4.95 s/h from: 
Kevin Knight, PO Box 740014, Arvada, 
CO 80006, or from the newadvent.org 
website. 

 
Jewish Encyclopedia 

 
The complete contents of the 12-

volume Jewish Encyclopedia, originally 
published between 1901-1906, is available 
online at www.jewishencyclopedia.com. 

The Jewish Encyclopedia, which re-
cently became part of the public domain, 
contains over 15,000 articles and illustra-
tions. It is still being edited. 

A more modern (and liberal) Jewish 
encyclopedia is the 26-volume Encyclo-
pedia Judaica, published in 1972-1991, 
available on CD for $129.95 plus postage 
from www.jewishsoftware.com. It has 15 
million words, 25,000 articles, and 
100,000 hyperlinks.  
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Time Zones 
 
There are twenty-four hours in a day.  The world is divided into twenty-four time 

zones.  These time zones are measured as plus or minus from Universal Time 
Coordinated (also known as Greenwich Mean Time) near London, England.  What time 
is it in a city distant from where you are?  Just add or subtract the number of hours from 
where you are to where the distant city is, in relation to UTC/GMT.  The following chart 
should help you (all times are standard time, moving from London westward).  Add one 
hour if and when daylight time is used.  For more details, see www.timeanddate.com. 

 
City UTC 

London, England; Dublin, 
Ireland; Accra, Ghana  

0 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

-3 

St. John’s, Newfoundland -3.5 
Halifax, NS; Santiago, 
Chile; Caracas, Venezuela 

-4 

New York, Atlanta, 
Miami; Toronto, Canada; 
Bogota, Colombia; Lima, 
Peru 

-5 

Chicago, St. Louis, 
Houston; Winnipeg, 
Canada; Mexico City 

-6 

Denver, Phoenix, Gillette; 
Edmonton, Canada 

-7 

San Francisco, California; 
Vancouver, Canada 

-8 

Anchorage, Juneau, 
Alaska 

-9 

Honolulu, Hawaii -10 
Pago Pago, Samoa -11 

Wellington, New Zealand; 
Fiji 

12 

Sydney, Australia 10 
Adelaide, Australia 9.5 
Tokyo, Japan; Seoul, 
Korea 

9 

Perth, Australia; Hong 
Kong, China; Singapore; 
Manila, Philippines 

8 

Bangkok, Thailand 7 
Rangoon, Mynamar 6.5 
New Delhi, India 5.5 
Kabul, Afghanistan 4.5 
Teheran, Iran 3.5 
Moscow, Russia; Nairobi, 
Kenya 

3 

Helsinki, Finland; Athens, 
Greece; Jerusalem, Israel; 
Cairo, Egypt; Johannes-
burg, South Africa 

2 

Paris; Berlin; Rome; 
Madrid; Vienna; Lagos, 
Nigeria 

1 

 
Of interest to many is the time zone and sunset tables of Jerusalem, Israel.  Jerusalem 

is 31° 45’ 00” North Latitude, and 35° 00’ 00” East Longitude.  For a chart of Jerusalem 
sunsets, see our website, www.giveshare.org/HolyDay/jerusalem-sunset.html. 

Your time versus our time (Gillette, Wyoming UTC/GMT -7): 
Friday at 8 PM our time:  Friday your time, Hawaii 5 PM, Alaska 6 PM, Seattle 7 

PM, Dallas 9 PM, Washington, D.C. 10 PM. Saturday your time: London 3 AM, Lagos 4 
AM, Helsinki and Johannesburg 5 AM, Nairobi 6 AM, New Delhi 8:30 AM, Perth 11 
AM, Melbourne 1 PM, Auckland 3 PM. 

Sunday 11 AM our time: Sunday your time, Hawaii 8 AM, Alaska 9 AM, Seattle 10 
AM, Dallas 12 noon, Washington, D.C. 1 PM., London 6 PM, Lagos 7 PM, Helsinki and 
Johannesburg 8 PM, Nairobi 9 PM, New Delhi 11:30 PM, Monday your time: Perth 2 
AM, Melbourne 4 AM, Auckland 6 AM. 

Note: for those calculating your time versus our time in Wyoming, USA, note that 
from April-October, we use Daylight Savings Time (one hour later than standard time).   

We are to keep the Sabbath when it comes to us.  For a list of sunset tables, see 
http://aa.usno.navy.mil/data/docs/RS_OneYear.html, or write us and we will send 
you sunset table for a major city near you for $2.00. 
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Review:  A Thousand Shall Fall, by Susi Hasel Mundy. Review & Herald 
Publishing Association, 2001, Hagerstown, MD, 172 pp.  $13.00 + $2 postage 
from Giving & Sharing, 3316 Alberta Drive, Gillette, WY 82718.  B248. 
 

On a recent Saturday, I devoured and relished a most 
inspirational book.  This book is not about how to work up 
faith in God.  It is a book about faith in action, a Sabbath-
keeping family who dared to keep their faith in the chaos of 
Hitler’s Nazi Germany.  Each page demonstrates the 
miraculous acts of the Almighty on behalf of His faithful 
people. 

Forty-year-old Franz Hasel, a Seventh-day Adventist 
leader, was drafted into the German army.  At the 
recruitment center, Hasel announced that he was a Sabbath-
keeping Christian, and a conscientious objector.  He was 
assigned to the Pioneer company with the task of building 
bridges for Hitler’s armies to advance.  Reporting for duty, 
he stated, “I am a Seventh-day Adventist.  I worship God on 
Saturday as the Bible teaches us to do.  I would like to be 

excused from reporting for duty on my Sabbath day. Also, I do not eat pork or anything 
else that comes from pigs.  I respectfully request permission to receive a substitute 
whenever pork products are served.”  The Nazi Lieutenant turned beet red, “You must be 
mad, private!  This is the German army! This battalion’s going to war, and you want 
Saturday off?”  Under his breath he spat out, “It’s just my luck to be saddled with a 
religious nut!”  As preposterous as it sounds, Franz Hasel, with God’s help, kept the 
Sabbath for almost the entire war, and “coincidences” helped him avoid pork as well.  At 
one time, he disobeyed orders and refused to work on the Sabbath.  His officer promised 
a court martial after the war was over.  Read the book, and you will see what our God 
can do! 

Back at the home front, Franz’s wife Helene Hasel and their three children had 
harrowing episodes.  She kept her children from taking Saturday examinations, and 
stoutly resisted immense pressure to join the Nazi Party.  Joining would mean extra 
ration cards, vacations, and many privileges.  Not joining would result in difficulty 
obtaining food, harassment, and possibly arrest.  The trials the family faced were 
incredible.  Seventh-day Adventist Church officials advised caving in to the Nazis, but 
Helene Hasel stoutly refused to do so.  They had to move to the country to escape arrest.  
Difficulties  ensued there as well. 

Knowing he was an expert marksman and could be tempted to kill someone in self 
defense, Franz threw away his handgun, and crafted a wooden one in its place and 
placed it in his holster.  If this had been discovered by his superiors, he would have been 
executed.  As his Pioneer Corps advanced East, it was amazing how sometimes torrential 
rains came on Friday, forcing the unit to rest on the Sabbath lest they get bogged down 
in Polish mud.  By accident, he discovered a group of Jews being executed by the SS.  
He tried to help save lives, but was rebuffed.  Part of his job was to go into the next town 
and obtain food for the unit.  He would warn all Jews to run for their lives before the 
German army got there.  Discovery of his heroic deeds would mean instant execution. 

As the war wound down to an ignominious German defeat, Franz’s unit retreated 
from the Caucasus back to Germany, in a mad dash to surrender to the Americans rather 
than the Russians.  This was the one and only time during the war that Franz lost track of 
time, and probably missed Sabbath.  His unit barely slid through the Russian lines and 
gratefully surrendered to the Americans.  Whew! 
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The climax of the story occurred when Hasel was about to be released from the 
American prisoner of war camp.  The American colonel interrogated Hasel, “I see in 
your service record a notation that you are to be court-martialed after the war.” “Yes, 
sir,” said Franz.  “What did you do to earn this?”  “I refused an order for religious 
reasons.  I am a Seventh-day Adventist, and I keep the Sabbath holy as the Bible asks us 
to do. Once, on my day of rest, there was an attack, and I refused to do duty because it 
was the Sabbath.”  “You can’t be serious. All through the war you kept the Sabbath in 
the Nazi army, and you survived?”  “Yes, sir.  God protected me, even in the German 
army.”  “That’s amazing,” said the colonel.  “I’m a Jew myself, by the way.  But even in 
the American army I don’t keep the Sabbath because it’s too difficult.”  “Colonel,” Franz 
said boldly, “I recommend that you keep the Sabbath.” 

Before leaving for the war, Franz had read in family 
worship, “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day . . . a thousand shall 
fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it 
shall not come nigh thee . . . For He shall give His angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways,” Psalm 
91:5-11.  All but seven of his 1,200-man unit died in the 
war.  Man does not keep the Sabbath — the Sabbath keeps 
him. 

I am a natural “chicken.”  The brave Hasel family 
gives me a glint of hope that with the Almighty’s help, I 
can go through whatever trials come my way. 

Susi Hasel was born in 1943 to Franz and Helene 
Hasel.  She recounts the story of her parents from taped 
recollections and the other members of her family.  She is 
married and currently is the Registrar of Pacific Union College, Angwin, California.  
You may reach Susi Hasel Mundy at smundy@puc.edu.  

— by Richard C. Nickels 
 

Did Jesus Keep the Passover? 
 
In spite of clear Biblical teaching on the matter, some still persist in the fanciful 

notion that Jesus’ Last Supper was not a Passover meal, and that He observed it twenty-
four hours earlier than the proper time. 

See Mark 14:12, “And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the 
Passover, His disciples said unto Him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou 
mayest eat the Passover?”  This was Tuesday evening, the beginning of Nisan (Abib) 14.  
This was the proper time for killing the Passover lambs, which the Jews were doing at 
that very time, not at 3:00 in the afternoon of Nisan 14. 

In John 18:28, it says that during the trial of Jesus, early, toward the morning of 
Nisan 14, the Jewish leaders “went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be 
defiled; but that they might eat the Passover.”   There are two possibilities here: the 
Jewish leaders kept the Passover a day later than Jesus did, or “eat the Passover” refers 
to the Passover haggagah, the sacrificial offerings of the Passover, eaten at the 
beginning of Nisan 15, mentioned in Deuteronomy 16.  This latter is perhaps the best 
explanation of John 18:28. 

There is no scriptural evidence that the Last Supper was anything but a legitimate 
Passover meal at the proper time.  There is no scriptural evidence that Passover lambs 
were to be sacrificed in the afternoon.  Matthew 26:17-21 makes it very clear, “Now the 
first day of the feast of unleavened bread [first of the unleaveneds] the disciples came to 
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Jesus, saying unto Him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for Thee to eat the Passover?  
And He said . . . I will keep the Passover at thy house with My disciples.  And the 
disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the Passover.  Now 
when the even was come, He sat down with the twelve. And as they did eat . . . .”  See 
also Mark 14:16-18; Luke 22:7-15. Luke 22:7, “Then came the day of unleavened 
bread, when the Passover must be killed.”  Not at 3:00 P.M., but shortly after sunset.  
Note that in Luke 22:15, Jesus says, “With desire I have desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer.”  Jesus was not a lawbreaker who kept the Passover too early. 

Those who keep the New Testament Passover service with foot washing, unleavened 
bread, and wine, may wish to obtain enough cups for this service.  For those who keep 
the Passover on the beginning of Nisan 14, using the Hebrew Calendar, Giving & 
Sharing offers free wine cups.  These plastic cups may be washed and used year after 
year.  Just write and ask us how many cups you want. 

 
Catholicism and Anti-Semitism 

 
It has often been asserted that the anti-Semitism of the Catholic Church prepared the 

way for the Nazis. This study compares Catholic Canon Law and Nazi measures. 
 

Canonical Law Nazi Measure 
Prohibition of intermarriage and of sexual 
intercourse between Christians and Jews, 
Synod of Elvira, A.D. 306. 

Law for the Protection of German Blood 
and Honor, September 15, 1935 (RGB1 I, 
1146). 

Jews and Christians not permitted to eat 
together, Synod of Elvira, 306. 

Jews barred from dining cars (Transport 
Minister to Interior Minister, December 30, 
1939, Document NG-3995). 

Jews not allowed to hold public office, 
Synod of Clermont, 535. 

Law for the Reestablishment of the 
Professional Civil Service, April 7, 1933 
(RGB1 I, 175). 

Jews not allowed to employ Christian 
servants or possess Christian slaves, third 
Synod of Orleans, 538. 

Law for the Protection of German Blood 
and Honor, September 15, 1935 (RGB1 I, 
1146). 

Jews not permitted to show themselves in 
the streets during Passion Week, third 
Synod of Orleans, 538. 

Decree authorizing local authorities to bar 
Jews from the streets on certain days (i.e., 
Nazi holidays), December 3, 1933 (RGB1 
I, 1676). 

Burning of the Talmud and other books, 
12th Synod of Toledo, 681. 

Book burnings in Nazi Germany. 

Christians not permitted to patronize 
Jewish doctors, Trulanic Synod, 692. 

Decree of July 25, 1938 (RGB1, I, 969). 

Christians not permitted to live in Jewish 
homes, Synod of Narbonne, 1050. 

Directive by Göring providing for concen-
tration of Jews in houses, December 28, 
1938 (Bormann to Rosenberg, January 17, 
1939, PS-69). 

Jews obliged to pay taxes for support of 
church to the same extent as Christians, 
Synod of Gerona, 1078. 

The “Sozialausgleichsabgabe” which pro-
vided that Jews pay a special income tax in 
lieu of donations for Party purposes im-
posed on Nazis, December 24, 1940 
(RGB1 I, 1666). 

Prohibition of Sunday work, Synod of 
Szabolcs, 1092. 

N/A. 
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Jews not permitted to be plaintiffs, or 
witnesses against Christians in the courts, 
3rd Lateran Council, 1179, Canon 26. 

Proposal by the Party Chancellery that 
Jews not be permitted to institute civil 
suits, September 9, 1942 (Bormann to 
Justice Ministry, September 9, 1942, (NG-
151). 

Jews not permitted to withhold inheritance 
from descendants who accepted Christian-
ity, 3rd Lateran Council, 1179, Canon 26. 

Decree empowering the Justice Ministry to 
void wills offending the “sound judgment 
of the people,” July 31, 1938 (RGB1 I, 
547). 

The marking of Jewish clothes with a 
badge, 4th Lateran Council, 1215, Canon 
68. (Copied from the legislation by Caliph 
Omar II [634-44], who had decreed that 
Christians wear blue belts and Jews, 
yellow belts.) 

Decree of September 1, 1941 (RGB1 I, 
547). 

Construction of new synagogues prohib-
ited, Council of Oxford, 1222. 

Destruction of synagogues in entire Reich, 
November 10, 1938 (Heydrich to Göring, 
November 11, 1938, PS-3058). 

Christians not permitted to attend Jewish 
ceremonies, Synod of Vienna, 1267. 

Friendly relations with Jews prohibited, 
October 24, 1941 (Gestapo directive, L-
15). 

Jews not permitted to dispute with simple 
Christian people about the tenets of the 
Catholic religion, Synod of Vienna, 1267. 

N/A. 

Compulsory ghettoes, Synod of Breslau, 
1267. 

Order by Heydrich, September 21, 1939 
(PS-3363). 
 

Christians not permitted to sell or rent real 
estate to Jews, Synod of Ofen, 1279. 

Decree providing for compulsory sale of 
Jewish real estate, December 3, 1938 
(RGB1 I, 1709). 

Adoption by a Christian of the Jewish 
religion or return by a baptized Jew to the 
Jewish religion defined as a heresy, Synod 
of Mainz, 1310. 

Adoption by a Christian of the Jewish 
religion places him in jeopardy of being 
treated as a Jew. Decision by Oberlandes-
gericht Königsberg, 4th Zivilsenat, June 
26, 1942 (Die Judenfrage [Vertrauliche 
Beilage], November 1, 1942, pp. 82-83). 

Sale or transfer of church articles to Jews 
prohibited, Synod of Lavour, 1368. 

N/A. 

Jews not permitted to act as agents in the 
conclusion of contracts between Christians, 
especially marriage contracts, Council of 
Basel, 1434, Sessio XIX. 

Decree of July 6, 1938, providing for 
liquidation of Jewish real estate agencies, 
brokerage agencies, and marriage agencies 
catering to non-Jews (RGB1 I, 823). 

Jews not permitted to obtain academic 
degrees, Council of Basel, 1434, Sessio 
XIX. 

Law against Overcrowding of German 
Schools and Universities, April 25, 1933 
(RGB1 I, 225). 

 
— From the book, Christian Anti-Semitism, A History of Hate, by William Nichols, 

pages 204-206, supplied by James Tabor.  Today, anti-Semitism is growing, especially 
in Western Europe.  The Church of God stands unalterably opposed to hatred against 
Jews, and continues to warn against a resurgence of neo-nazism. 
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What is the Minimum Age for Baptism? 
 
Question: I know there is no minimum age for baptism in Scripture, although there 

are certain criteria. If you had to pick a minimum age, what would it be?  We have an 
eleven-year-old girl who wants to be baptized at the Feast this year. 

Answer: Believer’s baptism is clearly indicated in the scriptures, Acts 2:38, 8:12; 
Mark 16:15-16. 

In the Nineteenth Century and earlier, kids matured and got married and raised 
families by the time they were sixteen to eighteen.  Now, it takes longer for kids to 
mature, in western industrialized nations.  Therefore, in today’s society, I would 
definitely not baptize someone eleven years old.  I would consider a sixteen year old’s 
request, and examine evidence of maturity.  Under sixteen, I would generally say no.  It 
would have to be a very rare case where a person under sixteen would be old enough to 
make this mature adult decision.  In other countries, it would be possible for children to 
mature to adulthood at an earlier age than in America.   In America, it would be possible 
for a 25-year-old person not to be mature enough to be baptized.  The decision must be 
an individual decision, not influenced by parents, spouses, and friends. 

In the United States, you have to be fifteen or sixteen to drive a car, and eighteen 
years old to drink alcoholic beverages.  Even our society recognizes that young people 
under these ages are not mature enough for even these rather limited responsibilities.  
Baptism is a whole lot more serious than driving a car. 

One could ask, what is the harm in baptizing a very young person?  Baptism is as 
serious as marriage.  It is a commitment that must last for eternity.  Both baptism and 
marriage are only for adults who are willing and able to comprehend a lifelong 
commitment.  By entering into the eternal commitment of baptism too soon, shipwreck 
could result.  That is why the Church of God shuns child baptism. 

A very young person may be greatly enthused about following God and extremely 
desirous of baptism.  We must not spoil their zeal, but kindly explain to them that 
baptism is an adult decision.  They can still serve God now, before baptism, and we must 
encourage them to do so. 

 
“Otweadu Ampong Kwame” — Great God Whose Day is Saturday  

 
The Akan people, who form a greater part of the population of Ghana, worshipped 

God on Saturday for centuries before the Europeans arrived in West Africa. Ghana, 
whose history can be traced back farther than that of any other country in West Africa, 
was a highly organized and powerful nation. By about 300 AD more than 40 kings ruled 
in Ghana and the country was divided into provinces. While the Akan people did not 
have access to the Bible, they worshipped the God who provided them with life, rain, 
sunshine, and harvest.  

In Ghana, God is still known today as Otweadu Ampong Kwame, “The Great God 
Whose Day is Saturday.” Most children born in Ghana have as their first name the name 
of the day on which they were born. For instance, a child born on Tuesday has that as his 
first name. A boy born on Saturday would have the first name Kwame. Since God was 
never born, His day, Saturday, is added to His name: Otweadu Ampong Kwame.  

When the Europeans introduced Sunday as the day to worship God, the Ghanan 
people found it most unusual. The white man became known everywhere as Kwasi 
Buroni, or “White Man Whose Day is Sunday.” Even in many villages today the 
children call the white man Kwasi Buroni, because he introduced Sunday worship.  

— from article by Thorvald Kristensen, Review and Herald, October 2, 1975, p. 17. 
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“This Thing Is Done Of Me” Study No. 246 
 

ost of us know the history of Solomon. We  know of the wisdom, the 
prosperity, and the  peace that God gave Israel while he was king.  When 
he grew old, his heart was turned away from God by his many wives.  
Solomon built houses of worship on the hills around Jerusalem, to the 

strange gods of those wives. Rehoboam, the successor to the throne, was 
Solomon’s son by an Ammonitess woman named Naamah.  When Rehoboam 
decided to raise the taxes, the northern ten tribes, known as Israel, rebelled. In II 
Chronicles 10:18, Rehoboam sent Hadoram to collect the tribute money from 
Israel, but they stoned him till he died. 

 
This account sets the stage for a lesson 

that we need to learn.  When God does 
something we are not to try to undo what He 
has done.   

II Chronicles 11:1, “And when Reho-
boam was come to Jerusalem, he gathered of 
the house of Judah and Benjamin an hundred 
and fourscore thousand chosen men, which 
were warriors, to fight against Israel, that he 
might bring the kingdom again to Rehobo-
am.”  The kingdom was split and Rehoboam 
was going to try to put it back together again. 

Verses 2-4, “But the word of the Lord 
came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 
Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, 
king of Judah and to all Israel in Judah and 
Benjamin, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Ye 
shall not go up, nor fight against your 
brethren: return every man to his house: for 
this thing is done of Me.”  The dividing of 
the nation was something that God had done.  
When God does something, we are not to try 
to change it. 

 II Chronicles 11:5, “And Rehoboam 
dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for de-
fense in Judah.”  There was peace during the 
reign of Solomon but not so for Rehoboam.  
He began to strengthen Judah militarily.   

II Chronicles 11:11-12, “And he fortified 
the strong holds, and put captains in them, 
and store of victual, and of oil and wine.  And 
in every several city he put shields and spears, 
and made them exceeding strong.”  Look 
what happens when a nation becomes strong. 

II Chronicles 12:1, “And it came to pass, 
when Rehoboam had established the king-
dom, and had strengthened himself, He 
forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel 
with him.” 

Throughout the Biblical history of God 
dealing with mankind, we find that when the 
nation is strong, the people have a tendency to 

look to the nation and their leader.  When the 
nation is weak, the people look to God.   

II Chronicles 12:2, “And it came to pass, 
that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, 
Shishak, king of Egypt came up against Jeru-
salem, because they had transgressed against 
the Lord.” 

The Egyptians didn’t decide to come up 
against Judah because they had “transgressed 
against the Lord”; they came up because God 
caused them to. This was done of God.                              

Verse 4, “And he took the fenced cities.”  
All the strength that the king and the people 
put their faith in was swept away. 

Verse 6, “Whereupon the princes of Israel 
and the king humbled themselves; and they 
said, The Lord is righteous.”  With the 
strength of the nation swept away, their only 
hope was to look to  God.  It is during the 
time of weakness, when all the things that 
humans depend upon, are swept away, that 
they will draw close to God.   

Verse 12, “And when he humbled 
himself, the wrath of the Lord turned from 
him, that He would not destroy him 
altogether: and also in Judah things went 
well.”  God began to bless Judah once again.  
Did Rehoboam learn the lesson?   

Verse 13, “So king Rehoboam strength-
ened himself in Jerusalem, and reigned.” 
After Rehoboam had humbled himself in the 
face of adversity, and God delivered him, he 
went back to depending on his, and his 
nation’s physical strength.   

Verse 14, “And he did evil, because he 
prepared not his heart to seek the Lord.”  This 
is the lesson that we should all learn.  When 
the physical things on which we depend are 
taken away from us, we should “prepare” our 
heart to seek God.  The word “prepared,” 
Strong’s #3559, means to “set up, establish, 
or to fix.”   

M 
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Most of mankind wants something physi-
cal to look to, to depend upon, to put their 
faith in.  They find comfort in numbers. They 
want to be on the winning team. They want to 
follow the crowd.  People naturally want to be 
a part of a strong unit, with strong leadership. 
Nobody wants to be alone and defenseless.  
Nobody wants to be scattered.   

There are some that do not believe in the 
seven Church eras taught by Mr. Armstrong.  
I believe very strongly in the seven Church 
eras and that we are in the last era. It is in this 
time that there comes a scattering of God’s 
people.  That scattering is mentioned in 
several places in the Bible, and the blame is 
placed on the Shepherds; or is it?  Who is 
ultimately responsible for the scattering of 
God’s people? 

Jeremiah 23:1, “Woe be unto the pastors  
that destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture . . . .” 

Verse 2, “Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel against the pastors that feed my 
people; Ye have scattered my flock.”  This 
sounds  very clear as to who is scattering the 
flock.  But who is actually responsible for the 
scattering of the flock?  It seemed clear that 
the dividing of Israel was caused by 
Rehoboam for raising the taxes, yet God said 
in II Chronicles 11:4, “for this thing is done 
of Me.” 

Is God responsible for the scattering of 
His people?  Does God want us to be 
scattered and physically weak as a people 
looking only to Him and growing spiritually 
stronger as we put our faith in God?  Or does 
God want us to be a part of a strong Church 
body, with a strong headquarters, and a strong 
professional ministry pastoring over the 
flock? 

Continuing, Jeremiah 23:3, “And I will 
gather the remnant of My flock out of all 
countries WHITHER I HAVE DRIVEN 
THEM. . . .”  

God has scattered His people for a cause.  
We need to be learning the lesson that 
Rehoboam missed.  When the nation is strong 
people look to the nation, and their leaders.  
When the nation is weak, people look to God.  
When the Church is strong, people look to 
the Church and their leaders.  When the 
Church is weak, people look to God.  We 
cannot be looking to our own strength or an 
organized church.  The seventh era is the last 
era.  There is not to be another  organized 
Church doing a work after the seventh era, or 
during the seventh era.  God wants our faith 

and confidence to be in Him.  It is God that is 
going to do the gathering; not a Church with 
an organized ministry.  This is proved by 
what God said through Ezekiel in chapter 
34! 

Ezekiel 34:2, “Son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and 
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto 
the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of 
Israel that do feed themselves! should not the 
shepherds feed the flocks?”  NOTICE THAT 
THIS IS NOT ONE FLOCK.  This is 
“flocks,” plural, more than one.  You will find 
from the context that these “flocks,” collec-
tively, represent the “flock” of God.   

Verse 4, “The diseased have ye not 
strengthened, neither have ye healed that 
which was sick, neither have ye bound up that 
which was broken, neither have ye brought 
again that which was driven away, neither 
have ye sought that which was lost; but with 
force and with cruelty have ye ruled them.”  
Instead of being a shepherd (a minister, a 
servant) they were forceful and cruel rulers.  
The end result has been the scattering of 
God’s people. 

Verse 5, “And they were scattered, 
because there is no shepherd.”  It wasn’t that 
there were  no men who called themselves 
shepherds, or ministers, because there have 
always been plenty of them.  There have 
always been plenty of men who will step 
forward and claim to be called of God to 
perform some great work.  Look around the 
scattered people of God now and listen to the 
claims of men who have set themselves up as 
leaders.  They will tell you that they alone 
have the ticket to the place of safety, and that 
they are awed and humbled to be used of God 
for this purpose. 

I believe it is extremely important for us 
to look very closely at what God says in 
Ezekiel 34:9-12, regarding His scattered 
sheep and who is going to gather them.  Look 
very closely at whom God is not going to use 
to gather his people.   

Ezekiel 34:9-10, “Therefore, O ye 
shepherds, hear the word of the Lord; Thus 
saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against the 
shepherds; and I will require My flock at their 
hand, and cause them to cease from feeding 
the flock . . . [God is going to cause the shep-
herds to cease from feeding the flock] neither 
shall the shepherds feed themselves any more 
. . . [God is also going to take away the tithe 
of His flock from the shepherds] for I will 
deliver My flock from their mouth, that they 


